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have a weekly seminar, where reviews of work are given and
discussed at great length. It is common to have a three-
hour session, consisting of a two-hour discussion following
an hour's paper. Some of these seminars are very
interesting to attend, for they illustrate the Russian flair
for self-criticism and the Russian willingness to admire
objectively the work of foreign scientists. They are quite
informal, held in a laboratory or a library, though some
modern institutes (for instance, Kapitsa's Institute of
Physical Problems) have a special seminar room where the
audience faces a life-size bust of Generalissimo Stalin,
backed by brightly illuminated red cloth.
Another aspect of corporate life in the Institute is the
* Trade Union of Workers in Colleges, High Schools, and
Scientific Institutes*. Each institute has its trade-union
branch, and there are periodic meetings to discuss welfare
. conditions and sometimes to hear talks on national subjects.
It is the trade union which arranges accommodation in a
rest home for the summer vacation. It is the trade union
which enquires into sickness or hardship among the
members of the staff, and which puts before the Director
suggestions for improving the amenities of the institute.
A third aspect of corporate activity depends upon the
Communist Party, Only a minority of the workers in an
institute are party members, but all workers are under the
observation of the party and (through an agent who is
probably attached to the N.K.V.D.1) are liable to be
arraigned for any persistent political unreliability. No
worker knows who the N.K.V.D. agent may be, but, if the
conversation turns to political or social affairs, every
worker assumes the agent is in the room. The Party
1 The N.K..V.D. is an abbreviation for the People's Commissariat
for Internal Affairs, now called Ministry for Internal Affairs. It
is analogous to our Home Office, and one of its functions is to be
successor to the O.G.P.U. Naturally I did not discuss the activities
of the N.K.V.D. with the scientists I met in Russia, but from other
sources it was possible to secure some information about its activities
in educational organisations,

